
 

Book Club in a Bag  
Discussion Questions 

The Handmaid’s Tale 
by Margaret Atwood 
 
 

1. What is the function of the epigraphs at the beginning of the novel? 
 

2. In Gilead, women are categorized as wives, handmaids, Marthas, or Aunts, 
but Moira refuses to fit into a niche. Trace Moira's role throughout the story to 
determine what she symbolizes. 

 
3. Aunt Lydia, Janine, and Offred's mother represent more than themselves. 

What do each of their characters signify? What do the style and colour of their 
clothes symbolize? 
 

4. The Commander in the novel says you can't cheat nature. How do characters 
find ways to follow their natural instincts? 

 
5. Babies are referred to as "a keeper," "unbabies," or "shredders." What other 

real or fictional worlds do these terms suggest? 
 

6. Why is the Bible under lock and key in Gilead? 
 

7. A palimpsest is a medieval parchment that scribes attempted to scrape clean 
and use again, though they were unable to obliterate all traces of the original. 
How does the new republic of Gilead's social order often resemble a 
palimpsest? 

 
8. Atwood included historical notes at the end of the novel. Why do you think 

these were included, and how did they affect your interpretation of the story? 
 

9. Margaret Atwood is often asked if the book is intended to be a feminist novel. 
Do you think it is? Why or why not? 

 

The above questions were adapted from 
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/6125/the-handmaids-tale-by-margaret-

atwood/9780385490818/readers-guide/ to enhance your discussion of the book.  

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/6125/the-handmaids-tale-by-margaret-atwood/9780385490818/readers-guide/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/6125/the-handmaids-tale-by-margaret-atwood/9780385490818/readers-guide/


 

Book Club in a Bag  
Terms of Use 

 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag!  These kits contain 12 
copies of book-club-worthy titles, from biography to historical suspense, along with a 
discussion guide. 
 
Visit our website at www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of 
available titles, view the availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request 
Form. 

Booking a Kit 

 Booking may be made up to a year in advance 

 Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability 

 Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm 
your booking. 

 Pick up your hold at the circulation desk.  Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick up date. 

Terms of Loan 

 12 copies are included in each kit 

 6 week loan period. 

 $3.00 per day late fee. 

 No renewals. 

 Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch. 

 Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior 
drop box. 

 All 12 items are checked out to one member’s card. 

 The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all 12 items to his or her group members; 

and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items. The cost of a damaged or 

lost book varies depending on the item. 

http://www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag

