
 

 

Book Club in a Bag  
Discussion Questions 

A Gentleman in Moscow 
by Amor Towles 

 
 

1. How would you describe the Count? Was he an interesting character? Explain 
why. 
 

2. Rostov’s connections with high-ranking people reduced his sentence to being 
declared a “Former Person” and life imprisonment in the hotel. Do you think 
his sentence matched his crime? Do you think other people would have been 
given similar sentences? 

 
3. During the novel, how did Count Rostov change? What incidents had the most 

effect on the Count? 
 

4. The Count believes that with “the smallest of one’s actions one can restore 
some sense of order to the world.” Discuss this belief. 

 
5. Why might Casablanca be the Count’s favourite film? What does it suggest 

about his situation? 
 

6. What picture does Amor Towles paint of the Soviet Union? 
 

7. Discuss the importance of Nina’s character. How has she helped the Count?  
 

8. What other characters played an important part in this novel? 
 

9. The Count was imprisoned for writing the poem “Where Is It Now?” What role 
does art play in challenging dominant cultural discourses? 

 
10. If you were recommending this book to someone, how would you describe it in 

3 words?  
 

The above questions were adapted from LitLovers. For supplemental information about 
this book, in addition to tips and tricks for running a book club, please visit 

www.litlovers.com 
http://www.litlovers.com/reading-guides/non-fiction/10666-gentleman-in-moscow-towles 
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Book Club in a Bag  
Terms of Use 

 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag!  These kits contain 12 
copies of book-club-worthy titles, from biography to historical suspense, along with a 
discussion guide. 
 
Visit our website at www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of 
available titles, view the availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request 
Form. 

Booking a Kit 

 Booking may be made up to a year in advance 

 Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability 

 Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm 
your booking. 

 Pick up your hold at the circulation desk.  Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick up date. 

Terms of Loan 

 12 copies are included in each kit 

 6 week loan period. 

 $3.00 per day late fee. 

 No renewals. 

 Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch. 

 Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior 
drop box. 

 All 12 items are checked out to one member’s card. 

 The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all 12 items to his or her group members; 

and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items. The cost of a damaged or 

lost book varies depending on the item. 
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