
  

Book Club in a Bag 
Discussion Questions  

 

Frankenstein 
by Mary Shelley 

 
1. Is Walton a reliable narrator? Why or why not? 

 
2. Is Walton’s goal to “confer on all mankind . . . a passage near the pole” noble 

or overly ambitious? 
 
3. How does Victor’s statement that “the world was to me a secret which I 

desired to divine” serve as characterization? 
 
4. What is Shelley’s intent when she has Victor characterize Elizabeth as “the 

saintly soul (who) shone like a shrine-dedicated lamp in our peaceful home?” 
What role does this characterization set for Elizabeth? 

 
5. Victor’s obsession with natural science results in two years passing with no 

visits home. How would you evaluate his character at this point? 
 

6. How does the change in narration to the creature’s point of view affect the 
reading of the novel? Do you feel sympathy for the creature when he is 
rejected by humanity? 

 
7. Is the creature’s demand for a female companion a valid request? Examine 

the pros and cons of Victor’s compliance. Consider evidence provided by both 
Victor and the creature. 

 
8. Dr. Frankenstein finds himself unable to “mother” the being he creates. Why 

does Shelley characterize Victor in this way? What does this choice say about 
the role of women during Shelley’s era? Discuss the significance of parent-
child relationships and birth references throughout the novel. 

 
9. Why does the creature choose to die at the end of the novel? What does his 

choice suggest about his connection to Frankenstein? 
 

The above questions were taken from 
https://www.readinggroupguides.com/reviews/frankenstein-by-mary-shelley/guide 

to enhance your discussion of the book. 

https://www.readinggroupguides.com/reviews/frankenstein-by-mary-shelley/guide


  

Author Biography 
 
Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley (1797 – 1851) was an English novelist who wrote the 
Gothic novel Frankenstein; or, The Modern Prometheus, which is considered an early 
example of science fiction. She was married to the Romantic poet and philosopher 
Percy Bysshe Shelley, and edited many of his works.  
 
 
 

Book Club in a Bag Terms of Use 
 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag! Visit our website at 
www.cplma.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of available titles, view the availability 
calendar, and submit a request. 
 
 
Booking a Kit 

• Booking may be made up to a year in advance. 

• Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability. 

• Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to 
confirm your booking. 

• Pick up your hold at the service desk. Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick-up date. 
 

 
Terms of Loan 

• 12 copies are included in each kit. 

• 6-week loan period. 

• No renewals. 

• Kit may be picked up at or returned to any CLMA library location. 

• Kit must be returned at the service desk during operating hours, not through an 
exterior drop box. 

• All items are checked out to one person’s card. 

• The person who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all items to their group members; and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items.  
o The cost of a damaged or lost book varies depending on the item. 

 

http://www.cplma.ca/bookclubinabag

