
 

Book Club in a Bag 
Discussion Questions 

By Any Other Name 
by Jodi Picoult 

 
1. Discuss Shakespeare and how his historic significance informed your reading 

experience. Were you surprised to learn the true identity of The Bard? Do you 
believe Emilia is the true playwright now? Why or why not? 

 
2. Discuss the use of the framed narrative – the story behind the story – in the 

novel. Did you enjoy the alternating chapters between Emilia and Melina’s 
individual points of view? Did you prefer one to the other, and why? Why do you 
think the author chose to tell the story this way? 

 
3. “Being a woman,” says Melina, “means being told to speak up for yourself in one 

breath and to shut up in the next.” Do you agree? Cite examples from the book 
and popular culture that support this.  

 
4. What does the book have to say about the nature of art and artifice, truth and 

deception? In what ways might you reconsider a woman’s place in the history of 
letters now that you’ve read this book? 

 
5. Could you catch the various references to Shakespeare plays and sonnets in the 

book? Which ones were your favorites? 
 
6. Discuss the power and permanence of putting lived experience into words. What 

does the act of storytelling mean to Emilia, Melina, and other characters in the 
novel? What does it mean to you? 
 

7. Emilia Bassano is a real-life historic figure who lived during Shakespeare’s time. 
Did Emilia feel real to you in the world of this novel? And if so, in what ways? 
What did the author do to bring her to life on the page? How is she similar to, or 
representative of, women today? 
 

8. What was your biggest takeaway from the novel?  
 

 
 

The above questions were taken from  
https://www.jodipicoult.com/pdfs/By-Any-Other-Name-Discussion-Questions.pdf 

to enhance your discussion of the book.  

https://www.jodipicoult.com/pdfs/By-Any-Other-Name-Discussion-Questions.pdf
https://www.jodipicoult.com/pdfs/By-Any-Other-Name-Discussion-Questions.pdf
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Book Club in a Bag Terms of Use 

 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag! Visit our website at 
www.cplma.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of available titles, view the availability 
calendar, and submit a request. 
 
 
Booking a Kit 

• Booking may be made up to a year in advance. 

• Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability. 

• Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to 
confirm your booking. 

• Pick up your hold at the service desk. Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick-up date. 
 
 

Terms of Loan 

• 12 copies are included in each kit. 

• 6-week loan period. 

• No renewals. 

• Kit may be picked up at or returned to any CLMA library location. 

• Kit must be returned at the service desk during operating hours, not through an 
exterior drop box. 

• All items are checked out to one person’s card. 

• The person who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all items to their group members; and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items.  
o The cost of a damaged or lost book varies depending on the item. 
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