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1. The book opens from Ellie’s point of view in 1980s New York City. What are 
some observations she has about the city? What does this tell you about how 
she sees herself there? Discuss her description of New York in the first chapter 
compared to how she describes Tehran in Part 5. What are the differences? 
 

2. How would you describe the city of Tehran during Ellie and Homa’s childhoods? 
What feelings does it invoke? How was Tehran different for both girls before they 
lived in the same neighborhood? 

 
3. Ellie’s mother is obsessed with the evil eye. Where do you believe this 

originates? What effect do you think this has on Ellie’s mother’s outlook on life, 
and how might it affect Ellie as she grows up? 
 

4. How would you describe how Ellie’s mother thinks of Homa? Why do you think 
she feels this way? How does this foreshadow what happens later in the book? 
 

5. Seven years pass between Part 1 and Part 2, where we find Ellie at an upscale 
school in a nice neighborhood with a new group of friends. How has her life 
changed, and how have her relationships changed, or stayed the same? 
 

6. Homa’s experience in prison devastated her plans and changed the trajectory of 
her life. What might have happened if she was not imprisoned and raped? How 
might her life have turned out differently? Would Homa and Ellie have remained 
friends? 
 

7. In the final chapter and epilogue, Homa has remained in Iran to fight for women’s 
freedoms, and Ellie followed her dream of opening an Iranian café in America. 
How do these two women embody what it means to be Lion Women? How do 
they reflect on their pasts and what do you think their hopes are for the future? 
 

 
The above questions were taken from  

https://marjankamali.com/books/the-lion-women-of-tehran/#book-club-guide 
to enhance your discussion of the book.  

https://marjankamali.com/books/the-lion-women-of-tehran/%23book-club-guide
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Book Club in a Bag Terms of Use 

 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag! Visit our website at 
www.cplma.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of available titles, view the availability 
calendar, and submit a request. 
 
Booking a Kit 

• Booking may be made up to a year in advance. 

• Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability. 

• Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to 
confirm your booking. 

• Pick up your hold at the service desk. Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick-up date. 
 
 

Terms of Loan 

• 12 copies are included in each kit. 

• 6-week loan period. 

• No renewals. 

• Kit may be picked up at or returned to any CLMA library location. 

• Kit must be returned at the service desk during operating hours, not through an 
exterior drop box. 

• All items are checked out to one person’s card. 

• The person who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all items to their group members; and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items.  
o The cost of a damaged or lost book varies depending on the item. 
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